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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ID 

SUBJECT: FONMIN MALIK'S FUTURE 

REF: (A) SINGAPORE 2903, (B) SINGAPORE 2947 

1 . TALK THAT FOREIGN MINISTER ADAM MALIK WILL BE 
REPLACED IN CABINET RESHUFFLE 

HAS BEEN WIDESPREAD, AND HIS DEPARTURE APPEARS TO 
BE ACCEPTED AS FACT BY SOME IN FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 

LATEST RUMOR IS THAT MALIK WILL BE ASKED TO BECOME CHAIR- 
MAN OF PARLIAMENT, IN WHICH CASE HE SHOULD NOT RESIGN 
RECENTLY WON PARLIAMENTARY SEAT, AS HE DID AFTER PREVIOUS 

ELECTION. SOUNDINGS REGARDING THIS POSSIBILITY MAY HAVE 
CAUSED MALIKS CONCERN REPORTED REFTEL. 

2. MALIK S BAD HEALTH IS REASON MOST OFTEN CITED FOR 
POSSIBLE CHANGE. THERE IS SOME TRUTH IN THIS AS MALIK 
HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN ON TOP OF MATTERS SINCE HIS SEVERE 
HEPATITIS ATTACK LAST YEAR. HE HAS 

SEEMED INCREASINGLY PRONE TO MIX UP HIS FACTS, AND 
INACCURACIES IN HIS FREQUENT BANTER WITH THE PRESS HAVE 
BECOME MORE OF A PROBLEM LATELY (ALTHOUGH LOCAL REPORTERS 
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HAVE GENEROUSLY OVERLOOKED SOME GAFFES). THIS HAS 
PERHAPS GIVEN MALIKS DETRACTORS, INCLUDING MURTOPO, 

WHOSE CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
CLOSELY MONITORS THE FOREIGN MINISTER S PERFORMANCE, 

AN OPENING TO RECOMMEND HIS REMOVAL. 

3. THE PROBLEM, OF COURSE, IS FINDING A REPLACEMENT WITH 
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ANYWHERE NEAR MALIK'S INTERNATIONAL ANDDOMESTIC POLITICAL 
STATURE. DEFENSE MINISTER PANGGABEAN, WHO OFTEN ACTS AS 
FOREIGN MINISTER IN MALIK'S ABSENCE, IS SAID TO BE 
INTERESTED IN THE JOB, BUT HE HAS LITTLE MORE THAN FAITHFUL 
SERVICE TO PRESIDENT SUHARTO TO RECOMMEND HIM. AMBASSADOR 
TO THE US RESMIN NURJADIN, ALSO MENTIONED AS A POSSIBLITY, 

IS AN ABLER CANDIDATE BUT LACKS POLITICAL PROMINENCE HERE 
AND ABROAD. MURTOPO'S SELF-PROMOTION FOR THIS AND INTERIOR 
MINISTRY SLOTS IS LEGEND, ALTHOUGH HE PRIVATELY DENIES SUCH 
AMBITIONS. THE BELIEF (AND HOPE) OF MOST OF OUR SOURCES 
IS THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD NOT WANT THIS TRUSTED BUT 
VERYUNPOPULAR AIDE IN SUCH A PROMINENT PUBLIC POSITION, 

AND SUHARTO HAS IN THE PAST CLIPPED MURTOPO'S WINGS WHEN 
HE HAS SOARED TOO HIGH. 

4. IN VIEW OF REPLACEMENT PROBLEM, THE PRESIDENT MAY 

WELL POSTPONE A FINAL DECISION ON THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
PORTFOLIO UNTIL HIS REFLECTION NEXT MARCH OR AT LEAST 
UNTIL THE NEW PARLIAMENT IS INSTALLED IN OCTOBER. 
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